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JAMES RUSSELL LOWELL. 2$ 

audience culled from many colleges and 
not predisposed to admire, in shuddering 
delight by the classic charm of his man- 
ner and the brilliancy of his unsparing 
censure of educated men as recreant to 
political progress. The orator was nearly 
seventy years old. He was conscious 
that he should never speak again upon a 
greater occasion nor to a more distin- 
guished audience, and as his discourse 
ended, as if to express completely the 
principle of his own life and of the cause 
to which it had been devoted, and the 
spirit which alone could secure the happy 
future of his country if it was to justify 
the hope of her children, he repeated the 
words of Lowell : 

'* New occasions teach new duties, time makes ancient 

good uncouth. 

They must upward still and onward who would keep 

abreast of truth. 

Lo I before us gleam her camp fires, we ourselves 
must pilgrims be, 
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JAMES RUSSELL LOWELL. 29 

a prosperous merchant in New York and 
Boston and Philadelphia, many a learned 
divine, whose honor it was that they were 
Yankees, felt a half-hearted shame in the 
name, and grudged the part played by 
their noses in the conversation. They 
deemed perpetually to hear a voice of con- 
tempt saying, "Thy nose bewrayeth thee." 
This was the figure which, with the in- 
stinct of genius, with true New England 
pride and the joy of conscious power, 
Lowell made the representative of liber- 
ty-loving, generous, humane, upright, 
wise, conscientious, indignant America. 
He did not abate the Yankee a jot or a 
tittle. He magnified his characteristic 
drawl, his good-natured simplicity, his 
provincial inexperience. But he revealed 
his unbending principle, his supreme good- 
sense, his lofty patriotism, his unquailing 
courage. He scattered the clouds of 
hatred and ignorance that deformed and 
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38 JAMES RUSSELL LOWELL. 

and trained an observer of nature, so sym- 
pathetic a friend of birds and flowers, so 
sensitive to the influences and aspects of 
out-of-door life, that as Charles Briggs 
with singular insight said that he was 
meant for a politician, so Darwin with 
frank admiration said that he was born 
to be a naturalist. He was as much the 
contented companion of Izaak Walton 
and White of Selborne as of Donne or 
Calderon. His social sympathies were no 
less strong than his fondness for study, 
and he was the most fascinating of com- 
rades. His extraordinary knowledge, 
whether of out-door or of in-door deri- 
vation, and the racy humor in which his 
knowledge was fused, overflowed his con- 
versation. There is no historic circle of 
wits and scholars, not that of Beaumont 
and Ben Johnson where, haply, Shakes- 
peare sat, nor Pope's, nor Dryden's, nor 
Addison's, nor Dr. Johnson's Club, nor 
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JAMES RUSSELL LOWELL. 57 

Taunton, or of Coleridge at Westminster 
Abbey, or of Gray at Cambridge, the de- 
sire of literary England turned instinc- 
tively to Lowell as the orator whose voice 
would give the best expression, and whose 
character and renown the greatest dig- 
nity, to the hour. In Wordsworth's Eng- 
land, as President of the Wordsworth 
Society, he spoke of the poet with an af- 
fectionate justice which makes his speech, 
with the earlier essay, the finest estimate 
of Wordsworth's genius and career ; and 
of Don Quixote he spoke to the Work- 
ingman's College with a poetic appre- 
ciation of the genius of Cervantes and a 
familiarity with Spanish literature which 
was a revelation to British workmen. Con- 
tinuously at public dinners, with consum- 
mate tact and singular felicity, he spoke 
with a charm that seemed to disclose a 
new art of oratory. He did not decline 
even political speech, but of course in no 
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JAMES RUSSELL LOWELL. 59 

a Statement of its ethical character. Yet 
not a word of this republican to whom 
Algernon Sydney would have bowed, and 
whom Milton would have blessed, would 
have jarred the tory nerves of Sir Roger 
de Coverley, although no English radical 
was ever more radical than he. The 
frantic French democracy of '93, gnash- 
ing its teeth in the face of royal power, 
would have equality and fraternity if 
every man were guillotined to secure it. 
The American Republic, speaking to mo- 
narchical Europe a century later by the 
same voice with which Sir Launfal had 
shown the identity of Christianity with 
human sympathy and succor, set forth in 
the address at Birmingham the truth that 
democracy is simply the practical ap- 
plication of moral principle to politics. 
There were many and great services in 
Lowell's life, but none of them all seem 
to me more characteristic of the man 
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voice of his own country, showed how 
instinctively and surely the true Amer- 
ican, faithful to the spirit of Washington 
and of Abraham Lincoln, reconciles and 
not exasperates international feeling. 

So varied, so full, and fair is the story 
of Lowell's life, and such services to the 
mind and heart and character of his 
country we commemorate on this hal- 
lowed day. In the golden morning of 
our literature and national life there is 
no more fascinating and inspiring figure. 
His literary achievement, his patriotic 
distinction, and his ennobling influence 
upon the character and lives of generous 
American youth, gave him at last power 
to speak with more authority than any 
living American for the intellect and con- 
science of America. Upon those who 
knew him well, so profound was the im- 
pression of his resource and power that 
their words must seem to be mere eulo- 



iJjTF' ' 




